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Please stand for the entry of the Choir and Clergy 

 

The Preces 
sung by the Officiant and the Choir to a setting by Bernard Rose (1916 – 1996) 

 

O Lord, open thou our lips. 

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 

 

Praise ye the Lord. 

The Lord’s name be praised. 

 

Hymn 
 

Judge eternal, throned in splendour, 

Lord of lords and King of kings, 

With thy living fire of judgement 

Purge this realm of bitter things: 

Solace all its wide dominion 

With the healing of thy wings. 

 

Still the weary folk are pining 

For the hour that brings release: 

And the city’s crowded clangour 

Cries aloud for sin to cease; 

And the homesteads and the woodlands 

Plead in silence for their peace. 

 

Crown, O God, thine own endeavour; 

Cleave our darkness with thy sword; 

Feed the faithless and the hungry 

With the richness of thy word: 

Cleanse the body of this nation 

Through the glory of the Lord. 
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Psalm 119: 1 - 16 
sung by the Choir 

 

Please sit as the choir chants the Psalm but stand for the singing of the final Gloria. 

 

Blessed are those that are undefiled in the way:  

and walk in the law of the Lord. 

Blessed are they that keep his testimonies:  

and seek him with their whole heart. 

For they who do no wickedness: walk in his ways. 

Thou hast charged:  

that we shall diligently keep thy commandments. 

O that my ways were made so direct:  

that I might keep thy statutes! 

So shall I not be confounded:  

while I have respect unto all thy commandments. 

I will thank thee with an unfeigned heart:  

when I shall have learned the judgements of thy righteousness. 

I will keep thy ceremonies: O forsake me not utterly. 

Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way:  

even by ruling himself after thy word. 

With my whole heart have I sought thee:  

O let me not go wrong out of thy commandments. 

Thy words have I hid within my heart:  

that I should not sin against thee. 

Blessed art thou, O Lord:  

O teach me thy statutes. 

With my lips have I been telling:  

of all the judgements of thy mouth. 

I have had as great delight in the way of thy testimonies:  

as in all manner of riches. 

I will talk of thy commandments:  

and have respect unto thy ways. 

My delight shall be in thy statutes:  

and I will not forget thy word. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end. Amen. 

 

Please sit 
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The First Lesson 

 Exodus 18: 13 - 26 
 

Here begins the thirteenth verse of the eighteenth chapter of the 

book of Exodus.  

 

Moses sat as judge for the people, while the people stood around 

him from morning until evening. When Moses’ father-in-law saw all 

that he was doing for the people, he said, ‘What is this that you are 

doing for the people? Why do you sit alone, while all the people 

stand around you from morning until evening?’ Moses said to his 

father-in-law, ‘Because the people come to me to inquire of 

God. When they have a dispute, they come to me and I decide 

between one person and another, and I make known to them the 

statutes and instructions of God.’ Moses’ father-in-law said to him, 

‘What you are doing is not good. You will surely wear yourself out, 

both you and these people with you. For the task is too heavy for 

you; you cannot do it alone. Now listen to me. I will give you counsel, 

and God be with you! You should represent the people before God, 

and you should bring their cases before God; teach them the statutes 

and instructions and make known to them the way they are to go and 

the things they are to do. You should also look for able men among 

all the people, men who fear God, are trustworthy, and hate 

dishonest gain; set such men over them as officers over thousands, 

hundreds, fifties and tens. Let them sit as judges for the people at all 

times; let them bring every important case to you, but decide every 

minor case themselves. So it will be easier for you, and they will bear 

the burden with you. If you do this, and God so commands you, then 

you will be able to endure, and all these people will go to their home 

in peace.’ So Moses listened to his father-in-law and did all that he 

had said. Moses chose able men from all Israel and appointed them 

as heads over the people, as officers over thousands, hundreds, 

fifties, and tens. And they judged the people at all times; hard cases 

they brought to Moses, but any minor case they decided themselves. 

 

Here ends the first lesson. 

 

Please stand 

 

 

 



5 

 

Magnificat 
sung by the choir to the Collegium Regale setting by Herbert Howells  

(1892 - 1983) 

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded:  

the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 

For behold, from henceforth:  

all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me:  

and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him:  

throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm:  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things: 

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 

as he promised to our forefathers  

Abraham and his seed, for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  

and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  

Amen. 

 

Please sit 
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The Second Lesson 

Matthew 7: 1 – 14 
 

Here begins the seventh chapter of the gospel according to St 

Matthew. 

 

Jesus taught the disciples and the crowds: ‘Do not judge, so that you 

may not be judged. For with the judgement you make you will be 

judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get. Why 

do you see the speck in your neighbour’s eye, but do not notice the 

log in your own eye? Or how can you say to your neighbour, “Let me 

take the speck out of your eye”, while the log is in your own eye? You 

hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will 

see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbour’s eye. Do not give 

what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before swine, or 

they will trample them under foot and turn and maul you. Ask, and it 

will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door 

will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and 

everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door 

will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for 

bread, will give a stone? Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a 

snake? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things 

to those who ask him! In everything do to others as you would have 

them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets. Enter through 

the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road is easy that leads 

to destruction, and there are many who take it. For the gate is 

narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and there are few who 

find it.’ 

 

Here ends the second lesson. 

 

Please stand 
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Nunc Dimittis 
 sung by the Choir 

 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:  

according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared:  

before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now,  

and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, 

All the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

Born of the Virgin Mary, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

Was crucified, dead and buried, 

He descended into hell; 

The third day he rose again from the dead, 

He ascended into heaven, 

And sitteth on the right hand  

of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come  

to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

The holy Catholic Church; 

The Communion of Saints; 

The Forgiveness of sins; 

The Resurrection of the body, 

And the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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The Responses 
sung by the Officiant and the Choir 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

 

Please kneel 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

And grant us thy salvation. 

 

O Lord, save the Queen. 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

 

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 

 

O Lord, save thy people. 

And bless thine inheritance. 

 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  

but only thou, O God. 

 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

And take not thy holy Spirit from us. 
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The Collect for the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity  
Keep, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy Church with thy perpetual 

mercy; and, because the frailty of man without thee cannot but fall, 

keep us ever by thy help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all 

things profitable to our salvation; through  Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Collect for peace 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works do proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world 

cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 

commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the 

fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through 

the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

 

The Collect for help in danger 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great 

mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love 

of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Anthem  

‘I thank you God for this most amazing day’ by EricWhitacre (b. 1970)   

sung by the choir 

 

I thank you God for this most amazing day: 

For the leaping greenly spirits of trees 

And a blue true dream of sky; and for everything 

Which is natural which is infinite, which is yes. 

 

(I who have died am alive again today 

And this is the sun’s birthday; this is the birth 

Day of life and love and wings: and of the gay 

Great happening illimitably earth. 

 

How should tasting, touching, hearing, seeing 

Breathing any-lifted from the no 

Of all nothing-human merely being 

Doubt unimaginable to you? 

 

(Now the ears of my ears awake and 

Now the eyes of my eyes are opened.)  

 

Words: Edward Estlin Cummings (1894 – 1962) 
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The Sermon and prayers 
Martin Adams, Reader 

 

Please stand 

 

Hymn 

 

My God, how wonderful thou art, 

Thy majesty how bright, 

How beautiful thy mercy-seat, 

In depths of burning light! 

 

How dread are thine eternal years, 

O everlasting Lord, 

By prostrate spirits day and night 

Incessantly adored! 

 

How wonderful, how beautiful, 

The sight of thee must be, 

Thine endless wisdom, boundless power, 

And awesome purity! 

 

O, how I fear thee, living God, 

With deepest, tenderest fears, 

And worship thee with trembling hope, 

And penitential tears! 

 

Yet I may love thee too, O Lord, 

Almighty as thou art, 

For thou hast stooped to ask of me 

The love of my poor heart. 

 

No earthly father loves like thee, 

No mother, e’er so mild, 

Bears and forbears as thou hast done 

With me thy sinful child. 
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Father of Jesus, love’s reward, 

What rapture will it be 

Prostrate before thy throne to lie, 

And gaze and gaze on thee. 

 

The Blessing 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 

and minds in the knowledge and love of God and of his Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

 

Organ Voluntary 
Paean by Herbert Howells (1892 - 1983) 

 

 

Please remain standing as the choir and clergy depart. 
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Please take this order of service away with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text from The Book of Common Prayer, the rights in which are vested in the Crown, is 
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