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Please stand for the entry of the Choir and Clergy 

 

The Preces 
sung by the Officiant and the Choir to a setting by Thomas Ebdon (1738 – 1811) 

 

O Lord, open thou our lips. 

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 

 

Praise ye the Lord. 

The Lord’s name be praised. 

 

 

Hymn 
 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

To His feet thy tribute bring. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

Who like me His praise should sing? 

Praise Him, praise Him, 

praise Him, praise Him, 

Praise the everlasting King. 

 

Praise Him for His grace and favour 

To our fathers in distress. 

Praise Him still the same forever, 

Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 

Praise Him, praise Him, 

praise Him, praise Him, 

Glorious in His faithfulness. 
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Father-like He tends and spares us; 

Well our feeble frame He Knows. 

In His hands He gently bears us, 

Rescues us from all our foes. 

Praise Him, praise Him, 

praise Him, praise Him, 

Widely as His mercy goes. 

 

Angels help us to adore Him; 

Ye behold Him face to face; 

Sun and moon, bow down before Him, 

Dwellers all in time and space. 

Praise Him, praise Him, 

praise Him, praise Him, 

Praise with us the God of grace. 

 

Psalm 33: 1-12 
sung by the Choir 

 

Please sit as the choir chants the Psalm but stand for the singing of the final Gloria. 

 

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous:  

for it  becometh well the just to be thankful. 

Praise the Lord with harp:  

sing praises unto him with the lute, and instrument of ten strings. 

Sing unto the Lord a new song.  

sing praises lustily unto him with a good courage. 

For the word of the Lord is true:  

and all his works are faithful. 

He loveth righteousness and judgement:  

the earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. 

By the word of the Lord were the heavens made:  

and all the hosts of them by the breath of his mouth. 

He gathereth the waters of the sea together, as it were upon an 

heap: and layeth up the deep, as in a treasure-house. 

Let all the earth fear the Lord:  

stand in awe of him, all ye that dwell in the world. 

For he spake, and it was done: he commanded, and it stood fast. 

The Lord bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought:  
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and maketh the devices of the people to be of none effect, and 

casteth out the counsels of princes. 

The counsel of the Lord shall endure for ever:  

and the thoughts of his heart from generation to generation. 

Blessed are the people, whose God is the Lord Jehovah:  

and blessed are the folk, that he hath chosen to him to be his 

inheritance. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end. Amen. 

 

Please sit 

 

The First Lesson 

Numbers 9: 15-end 
 

Here begins the fifteenth verse of the ninth chapter of the book of 

Numbers.  

 

On the day the tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered the 

tabernacle, the tent of the covenant; and from evening until morning 

it was over the tabernacle, having the appearance of fire. It was 

always so: the cloud covered it by day and the appearance of fire by 

night. Whenever the cloud lifted from over the tent, then the Israelites 

would set out; and in the place where the cloud settled down, there 

the Israelites would camp. At the command of the Lord the Israelites 

would set out, and at the command of the Lord they would camp. As 

long as the cloud rested over the tabernacle, they would remain in 

camp. Even when the cloud continued over the tabernacle for many 

days, the Israelites would keep the charge of the Lord, and would not 

set out. Sometimes the cloud would remain for a few days over the 

tabernacle, and according to the command of the Lord they would 

remain in camp; then according to the command of the Lord they 

would set out. Sometimes the cloud would remain from evening until 

morning; and when the cloud lifted in the morning, they would set 

out, or if it continued for a day and a night, when the cloud lifted 

they would set out. Whether it was two days, or a month, or a longer 

time, that the cloud continued over the tabernacle, resting upon it, 

the Israelites would remain in camp and would not set out; but when 

it lifted they would set out. At the command of the Lord they would 
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camp, and at the command of the Lord they would set out. They kept 

the charge of the Lord, at the command of the Lord by Moses. 

 

Here ends the first lesson. 

 

Please stand 

 

Magnificat 
sung by the choir to the setting in E by Charles Wood  

(1866 - 1926) 

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 

For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm:  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things: 

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 

as he promised to our forefathers Abraham and his seed, for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end. Amen. 

 

Please sit 
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The Second Lesson 

1 Corinthians 7: 17-24 
 

Here begins the seventeenth verse of the seventh chapter of the first 

letter of St Paul to the Corinthians. 

 

Let each of you lead the life that the Lord has assigned, to which God 

called you. This is my rule in all the churches. Was anyone at the time 

of his call already circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks 

of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call uncircumcised? Let 

him not seek circumcision. Circumcision is nothing, and 

uncircumcision is nothing; but obeying the commandments of God is 

everything. Let each of you remain in the condition in which you were 

called. Were you a slave when called? Do not be concerned about it. 

Even if you can gain your freedom, make use of your present 

condition now more than ever. For whoever was called in the Lord as 

a slave is a freed person belonging to the Lord, just as whoever was 

free when called is a slave of Christ. You were bought with a price; 

do not become slaves of human masters. In whatever condition you 

were called, brothers and sisters, there remain with God. 

 

Here ends the second lesson. 

 

Please stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis 
 sung by the Choir 

 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:  

according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared:  

before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now,  

and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, 

All the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

Born of the Virgin Mary, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

Was crucified, dead and buried, 

He descended into hell; 

The third day he rose again from the dead, 

He ascended into heaven, 

And sitteth on the right hand  

of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come  

to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

The holy Catholic Church; 

The Communion of Saints; 

The Forgiveness of sins; 

The Resurrection of the body, 

And the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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The Responses 
sung by the Officiant and the Choir 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

 

Please kneel 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

And grant us thy salvation. 

 

O Lord, save the Queen. 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

 

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 

 

O Lord, save thy people. 

And bless thine inheritance. 

 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  

but only thou, O God. 

 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

And take not thy holy Spirit from us. 
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The Collect for the Third Sunday after Epiphany  
Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities, 

and in all our dangers and necessities stretch forth thy right hand to 

help and defend us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Collect for peace 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works do proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world 

cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 

commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the 

fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through 

the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

 

The Collect for help in danger 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great 

mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love 

of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Anthem  

Three Carol-Anthems by Herbert Howells (1892 – 1983) 
sung by the choir 

 
A spotless rose is blowing, 

Sprung from a tender root, 

Of ancient seers foreshowing, 

Of Jesse promised fruit; 

Its fairest bud unfolds to light 

Amid the cold, cold winter, 

And in the dark midnight. 

  

The rose which I am singing, 

Whereof Isaiah said, 

Is from its sweet root springing 

In Mary purest maid; 

For through our God’s great love and might, 

The Blessed Babe she bare us 

In a cold, cold winter’s night. 
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Sing lullaby,  

While snow doth gently fall  

Sing lullaby to Jesus  

Born in an oxenstall.  

 

Sing lullaby to Jesus Born now in Bethlehem,  

The naked blackthorn’s growing  

To weave his diadem.  

Sing lullaby to Jesus.  

 

Sing lullaby to Jesus,  

While thickly snow doth fall,  

Sing lullaby to Jesus  

The saviour of all. 

 

Words:  F. W. Harvey 
 
Here is the little door, lift up the latch, oh lift! 

We need not wander more but enter with our gift; 

Our gift of finest gold, 

Gold that was never bought nor sold; 

Myrrh to be strewn about his bed; 

Incense in clouds about his head; 

All for the child that stirs not in his sleep, 

But holy slumber holds with ass and sheep. 

 

Bend low about his bed, for each he has a gift; 

See how his eyes awake, lift up your hands, O lift! 

For gold, he gives a keen-edged sword 

(Defend with it thy little Lord!) 

For incense, smoke of battle red, 

Myrrh for the honoured happy dead; 

Gifts for his children, terrible and sweet, 

Touched by such tiny hands,  

and Oh such tiny feet. 

 

Words: Frances Chesterton (1870 – 1938)  

 

 

The Sermon and prayers 
Martin Adams, Reader 
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Please stand 

 

Hymn 
 

The Church’s one foundation 

Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

She is his new creation 

By water and the word: 

From  heaven he came and sought her 

To be his holy Bride, 

With his own blood he bought her, 

And for her life he died. 
 

Elect from every nation, 

Yet one o’er all the earth, 

Her charter of salvation 

One Lord, one faith, one birth; 

One holy name she blesses, 

Partakes one holy food, 

And to one hope she presses 

With every grace endued. 
 

Though with a scornful wonder 

Men see her sore opprest, 

By schisms rent asunder, 

By heresies distrest, 

Yet saints their watch are keeping, 

Their cry goes up. ‘How long?’ 

And soon the night of weeping 

Shall be the morn of song. 
 

‘Mid toil, and tribulation, 

And tumult of her war, 

She waits the consummation 

Of peace for evermore; 

Till with the vision glorious 

Her longing eyes are blest, 

And the great Church victorious 

Shall be the Church at rest. 
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Yet she on earth hath union 

With God the Three in One, 

And mystic sweet communion 

With those whose rest is won: 

O happy ones and holy! 

Lord, give us grace that we 

Like them, the meek and lowly, 

On high may dwell with thee. 

 

The Blessing 
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory and 

gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; and the 

blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

among you, and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

 

Final Responses 
sung by the choir 

 
The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

 

The Lord give us his peace. 

And life eternal. Amen. 

 

Organ Voluntary 
‘La Nativité’ by Jean Langlais (1907 - 1991) 

 

 

Please remain standing as the choir and clergy depart. 

 

 

Please take this order of service away with you. 

 

 

 

 

Text from The Book of Common Prayer, the rights in which are vested in the Crown, is 

reproduced by permission of the Crown's Patentee, Cambridge University Press.  

Hymns covered by the CCLI are reproduced here under Licence no. 4649 

http://www.cambridge.org/uk/bibles/

