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Please stand for the entry of the Clergy. 

 

The Preces 
sung by the Officiant and the Choir to the setting by Christopher Gray 

 

O Lord, open thou our lips. 

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 

 

Praise ye the Lord. 

The Lord’s name be praised. 

 

The Officiant welcomes the congregation. 

 

Psalm 149 
sung by the Choir 

 

Please sit as the choir chants the Psalm but stand for the singing of the Gloria. 

 

O sing unto the Lord a new song:  

let the congregation of saints praise him. 

Let Israel rejoice in him that made him:  

and let the children of Sion be joyful in their King. 

Let them praise his Name in the dance:  

let them sing praises unto him with tabret and harp. 

For the Lord hath pleasure in his people:  

and helpeth the meek-hearted. 

Let the saints be joyful with glory: let them rejoice in their beds. 

Let the praises of God be in their mouth:  

and a two-edged sword in their hands; 

To be avenged of the heathen: and to rebuke the people; 

To bind their kings in chains:  

and their nobles with links of iron. 

That they may be avenged of them, as it is written:  

Such honour have all his saints. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end. Amen. 
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Please sit 

 

The First Lesson 

Isaiah 49: 1-13 
 

Here begins the forty ninth chapter of the book of prophet Isaiah.  

 

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! 

The Lord called me before I was born, while I was in my mother’s 

womb he named me. He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the 

shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his 

quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, ‘You are my servant, 

Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’ But I said, ‘I have laboured in vain, 

I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause 

is with the Lord, and my reward with my God.’ And now the Lord 

says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob 

back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am 

honoured in the sight of the Lord, and my God has become my 

strength—he says, ‘It is too light a thing that you should be my 

servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of 

Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may 

reach to the end of the earth.’ Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of 

Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the 

nations, the slave of rulers, ‘Kings shall see and stand up, princes, 

and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, who is 

faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.’ Thus says the 

Lord: In a time of favour I have answered you, on a day of salvation I 

have helped you; I have kept you and given you as a covenant to the 

people, to establish the land, to apportion the desolate heritages; 

saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out’, to those who are in darkness, 

‘Show yourselves.’ They shall feed along the ways, on all the bare 

heights shall be their pasture; they shall not hunger or thirst, neither 

scorching wind nor sun shall strike them down, for he who has pity 

on them will lead them, and by springs of water will guide them. And 

I will turn all my mountains into a road, and my highways shall be 

raised up. Lo, these shall come from far away, and lo, these from the 

north and from the west, and these from the land of Syene. Sing for 

joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O mountains, into 

singing! For the Lord has comforted his people, and will have 

compassion on his suffering ones. 

 

Here ends the first lesson. 
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Please stand 

 

Magnificat 
sung by the Choir to the First Service by Philip Moore (b. 1943) 

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 

For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him: 

throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm:  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things: 

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 

as he promised to our forefathers Abraham and his seed, for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end. Amen. 

 

Please sit 

 

The Second Lesson 

Acts 22: 3-16 
 

Here begins the third verse of the twenty second chapter of the Acts 

of the Apostles. 

 

Paul spoke to the people, saying: ‘I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in 

Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, educated 

strictly according to our ancestral law, being zealous for God, just as 

all of you are today. I persecuted this Way up to the point of death by 

binding both men and women and putting them in prison, as the 

high priest and the whole council of elders can testify about me. 

From them I also received letters to the brothers in Damascus, and I 

went there in order to bind those who were there and to bring them 

back to Jerusalem for punishment. While I was on my way and 
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approaching Damascus, about noon a great light from heaven 

suddenly shone about me. I fell to the ground and heard a voice 

saying to me, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” I answered, 

“Who are you, Lord?” Then he said to me, “I am Jesus of 

Nazareth whom you are persecuting.” Now those who were with me 

saw the light but did not hear the voice of the one who was speaking 

to me. I asked, “What am I to do, Lord?” The Lord said to me, “Get 

up and go to Damascus; there you will be told everything that has 

been assigned to you to do.” Since I could not see because of the 

brightness of that light, those who were with me took my hand and 

led me to Damascus. A certain Ananias, who was a devout man 

according to the law and well spoken of by all the Jews living 

there, came to me; and standing beside me, he said, “Brother Saul, 

regain your sight!” In that very hour I regained my sight and saw 

him. Then he said, “The God of our ancestors has chosen you to 

know his will, to see the Righteous One and to hear his own 

voice; for you will be his witness to all the world of what you have 

seen and heard. And now why do you delay? Get up, be baptised, 

and have your sins washed away, calling on his name.” 

 

Here ends the second lesson. 

 

Please stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis 
 sung by the Choir to the First Service by Philip Moore 

 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:  

according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 

and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now,  

and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 

 

Please remain standing 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, 

All the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

Born of the Virgin Mary, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

Was crucified, dead and buried, 

He descended into hell; 

The third day he rose again from the dead, 

He ascended into heaven, 

And sitteth on the right hand  

of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come  

to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

The holy Catholic Church; 

The Communion of Saints; 

The Forgiveness of sins; 

The Resurrection of the body, 

And the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

The Responses 
sung by the Officiant and the Choir 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

 

Please kneel 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

And grant us thy salvation. 

 

O Lord, save the Queen. 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

 

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 

 

O Lord, save thy people. 

And bless thine inheritance. 

 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  

but only thou, O God. 

 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

And take not thy holy Spirit from us. 

 

The Collect for the Conversion of St Paul 
O God, who, through the preaching of the blessed Apostle Saint 

Paul, hast caused the light of the Gospel to shine throughout the 

world: Grant, we beseech thee, that we, having his wonderful 

conversion in remembrance, may shew forth our thankfulness unto 

thee for the same, by following the holy doctrine which he taught; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Collect for peace 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works do proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world 

cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 

commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the 

fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through 

the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

 

The Collect for help in danger 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great 

mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love 

of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Anthem  

‘Look down, O Lord by Jonathan Seers (b. 1954)  

Words: from the Office of Compline 

 

Look down, O Lord, from thy heavenly throne, 

Illuminate the darkness of this night with thy perpetual brightness,  

And from the sons of light banish the deeds of darkness, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Sermon and prayers 
Martin Adams, Reader 

 

The Blessing 
May Christ, who called St Paul to his service, and to preach the good 

news to the world, strengthen you to witness to his grace and love: 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

 

Organ Voluntary 
‘Les Bergers’ from ‘La Nativité’ by Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992) 
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