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Please stand for the entry of the Choir and Clergy 

 

The Preces 
sung by the Officiant and the Choir to a setting by Bernard Rose (11916 - 1996) 

 

O Lord, open thou our lips. 

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 

 

Praise ye the Lord. 

The Lord’s name be praised. 

 

Hymn 
 

Fight the good fight with all thy might, 

Christ is thy strength, and Christ thy right; 

Lay hold on life, and it shall be 

Thy joy and crown eternally. 

 

Run the straight race through God’s good grace, 

Lift up thine eyes, and seek his face; 

Life with its way before us lies, 

Christ is the path, and Christ the prize. 

 

Cast care aside, upon thy Guide 

Lean, and his mercy will provide; 

Lean, and the trusting soul shall prove 

Christ is its life, and Christ its love. 

 

Faint not nor fear, his arms are near, 

He changeth not, and thou art dear; 

Only believe, and thou shalt see 

That Christ is all in all to thee. 
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Psalm 119: 17-32 
sung by the Choir 

 

Please sit as the choir chants the Psalm but stand for the singing of the final Gloria. 

 

O do well unto thy servant: that I may live, and keep thy word. 

Open thou mine eyes:  

that I may see the wondrous things of thy law. 

I am a stranger upon earth:  

O hide not thy commandments from me. 

My soul breaketh out for the very fervent desire:  

that it hath alway unto thy judgements. 

Thou hast rebuked the proud:  

and cursed are they that do err from thy commandments. 

O turn from me shame and rebuke:  

for I have kept thy testimonies. 

Princes also did sit and speak against me:  

but thy servant is occupied in thy statutes. 

For thy testimonies are my delight: and my counsellors. 

My soul cleaveth to the dust:  

O quicken thou me, according to thy word. 

I have acknowledged my ways, and thou heardest me:  

O teach me thy statutes. 

Make me to understand the way of thy commandments:  

and so shall I talk of thy wondrous works. 

My soul melteth away for very heavines : 

comfort thou me according unto thy word. 

Take from me the way of lying:  

and cause thou me to make much of thy law. 

I have chosen the way of truth:  

and thy judgements have I laid before me. 

I have stuck unto thy testimonies:  

O Lord, confound me not. 

I will run the way of thy commandments:  

when thou hast set my heart at liberty. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end. Amen. 

 

Please sit 
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The First Lesson 

Ecclesiastes 11 and 12 
 

Here begins the eleventh chapter of the book of Ecclesiastes.  

 

Send out your bread upon the waters, for after many days you will 

get it back. Divide your means seven ways, or even eight, for you do 

not know what disaster may happen on earth. When clouds are full, 

they empty rain on the earth; whether a tree falls to the south or to 

the north, in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie. Whoever 

observes the wind will not sow; and whoever regards the clouds will 

not reap. Just as you do not know how the breath comes to the bones 

in the mother’s womb, so you do not know the work of God, who 

makes everything. In the morning sow your seed, and at evening do 

not let your hands be idle; for you do not know which will prosper, 

this or that, or whether both alike will be good. Light is sweet, and it 

is pleasant for the eyes to see the sun. Even those who live for many 

years should rejoice in them all; yet let them remember that the days 

of darkness will be many. All that comes is vanity. Rejoice, young 

man, while you are young, and let your heart cheer you in the days 

of your youth. Follow the inclination of your heart and the desire of 

your eyes, but know that for all these things God will bring you into 

judgement. Banish anxiety from your mind, and put away pain from 

your body; for youth and the dawn of life are vanity. Remember your 

creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble come, 

and the years draw near when you will say, ‘I have no pleasure in 

them’; before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars are 

darkened and the clouds return with the rain; on the day when the 

guards of the house tremble, and the strong men are bent, and the 

women who grind cease working because they are few, and those 

who look through the windows see dimly; when the doors on the 

street are shut, and the sound of the grinding is low, and one rises up 

at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song are brought 

low; when one is afraid of heights, and terrors are in the road; the 

almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags itself along and desire 

fails; because all must go to their eternal home, and the mourners 

will go about the streets; before the silver cord is snapped, and the 

golden bowl is broken, and the pitcher is broken at the fountain, and 

the wheel broken at the cistern, and the dust returns to the earth as it 

was, and the breath returns to God who gave it. Vanity of vanities, 

says the Teacher; all is vanity. Besides being wise, the Teacher also 
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taught the people knowledge, weighing and studying and arranging 

many proverbs. The Teacher sought to find pleasing words, and he 

wrote words of truth plainly. The sayings of the wise are like goads, 

and like nails firmly fixed are the collected sayings that are given by 

one shepherd. Of anything beyond these, my child, beware. Of 

making many books there is no end, and much study is a weariness 

of the flesh. The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God, 

and keep his commandments; for that is the whole duty of 

everyone. For God will bring every deed into judgement, 

including every secret thing, whether good or evil.  
 

Here ends the first lesson. 

 

Please stand 

 

Magnificat 
sung by the choir to the setting in E by Herbert Murrill (1909 - 1952) 

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded:  

the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 

For behold, from henceforth:  

all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me:  

and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him:  

throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm:  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things: 

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 

as he promised to our forefathers  

Abraham and his seed, for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  

and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end. Amen. 

 

Please sit 
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The Second Lesson 

2 Timothy 2: 1-7 
 

Here begins the second chapter of the second letter of St Paul to 

Timothy. 

 

My child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus; and what you 

have heard from me through many witnesses entrust to faithful 

people who will be able to teach others as well. Share in suffering 

like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving in the army gets 

entangled in everyday affairs; the soldier’s aim is to please the 

enlisting officer. And in the case of an athlete, no one is crowned 

without competing according to the rules. It is the farmer who does 

the work who ought to have the first share of the crops. Think over 

what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in all things. 

 

Here ends the second lesson. 

 

Please stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis 
 sung by the Choir 

 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:  

according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared:  

before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now,  

and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, 

All the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

Born of the Virgin Mary, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

Was crucified, dead and buried, 

He descended into hell; 

The third day he rose again from the dead, 

He ascended into heaven, 

And sitteth on the right hand  

of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come  

to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

The holy Catholic Church; 

The Communion of Saints; 

The Forgiveness of sins; 

The Resurrection of the body, 

And the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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The Responses 
sung by the Officiant and the Choir 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

 

Please kneel 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

And grant us thy salvation. 

 

O Lord, save the Queen. 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

 

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 

 

O Lord, save thy people. 

And bless thine inheritance. 

 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  

but only thou, O God. 

 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

And take not thy holy Spirit from us. 
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The Collect for the Twenty First Sunday after Trinity  
Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful people pardon 

and peace; that they may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve 

thee with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Collect for peace 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works do proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world 

cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 

commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the 

fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through 

the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

 

The Collect for help in danger 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great 

mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love 

of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Anthem  

‘For the beauty of the earth’ by John Rutter (b. 1945)   

sung by the choir 

 

For the beauty of the earth;  

For the beauty of the skies,  

For the love which from our birth  

Over and around us lies:  

Lord of all, to thee we raise  

this our joyful hymn of praise. 

 

For the beauty of each hour, 

Of the day and of the night,  

Hill and vale and tree and flower,  

Sun and moon and stars of light:  

Lord of all, to thee we raise  

this our joyful hymn of praise. 

 

For the joy of human love,  

Brother, sister, parent, child,  

Friends of earth, and friends above,  

For all gentle thoughts and mild: 

Lord of all, to thee we raise  

this our joyful hymn of praise. 

 

For each perfect gift of thine  

To our race so freely given,  

Graces human and divine,  

Flow'rs of earth and buds of heav'n:  

Lord of all, to thee we raise  

this our joyful hymn of praise. 

 

Words: Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835 – 1917) 

 

 

The Sermon and prayers 
Martin Adams, Reader 

 

Please stand 
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Hymn 
 

Judge eternal, throned in splendour, 

Lord of lords and King of kings, 

With thy living fire of judgement 

Purge this realm of bitter things: 

Solace all its wide dominion 

With the healing of thy wings. 

 

Still the weary folk are pining 

For the hour that brings release: 

And the city’s crowded clangour 

Cries aloud for sin to cease; 

And the homesteads and the woodlands 

Plead in silence for their peace. 

 

Crown, O God, thine own endeavour; 

Cleave our darkness with thy sword; 

Feed the faithless and the hungry 

With the richness of thy word: 

Cleanse the body of this nation 

Through the glory of the Lord. 
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The Blessing 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 

and minds in the knowledge and love of God and of his Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
 

Final Responses 
sung by the choir 

 
The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Organ Voluntary 
Allegro giocoso (Sonata in E flat) by Edward Bairstow (1874 - 1946) 

 

Please remain standing as the choir and clergy depart. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please take this order of service away with you. 
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