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SOLEMN EVENSONG  
for the Feast of the  
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Please stand for the entry of the Choir and Clergy 

 

The Preces 
sung by the Officiant and the Choir to a setting by Philip Moore (b. 1943) 

 

O Lord, open thou our lips. 

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen. 

 

Praise ye the Lord. 

The Lord’s name be praised. 

 

Hymn 
 

The race that long in darkness pined 

Have seen a glorious light; 

The people dwell in day, who dwelt 

In death’s surrounding night. 

 

To hail thy rise, thou better Sun, 

The gathering nations come, 

Joyous as when the reapers bear 

The harvest-treasures home. 

 

To us a Child of hope is born, 

To us a Son is given; 

Him shall the tribes of earth obey, 

Him all the hosts of heaven. 

 

His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 

For evermore adored; 

The Wonderful, the Counsellor, 

The great and mighty Lord. 
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His power increasing still shall spread; 

His reign no end shall know: 

Justice shall guard his throne above, 

And peace abound below.  
 

Psalm 47 
sung by the Choir 

 

Please sit as the choir chants the Psalm but stand for the singing of the final Gloria. 

 

O clap your hands together, all ye people:  

O Sing unto God with the voice of melody. 

For the Lord is high, and to be feared:  

he is the great King upon all the earth. 

He shall subdue the people under us:  

and the nations under our feet. 

He shall choose out an heritage for us:  

even the worship of Jacob, whom he loved. 

God is gone up with a merry noise:  

and the Lord with the sound of the trump. 

O sing praises, sing praises unto our God:  

O sing praises, sing praises unto our King. 

For God is the King of all the earth:  

sing ye praises with understanding. 

God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon his holy seat. 

The princes of the people are joined unto the people of the God of 

Abraham: for God, which is very high exalted, doth defend the 

earth, as it were with a shield. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end. Amen. 

 

Please sit 
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The First Lesson 

Isaiah 55: 1 - 11 
 

Here begins the fifty fifth chapter of the book of the prophet Isaiah.  

 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no 

money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money 

and without price. Why do you spend your money for that which is 

not bread, and your labour for that which does not satisfy? Listen 

carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in 

rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may 

live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure 

love for David. See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader 

and commander for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you 

do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has 

glorified you. Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him 

while he is near; let the wicked forsake their way, and the 

unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he may 

have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, 

says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 

my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not 

return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth 

and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall 

my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me 

empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in 

the thing for which I sent it. 
 

Here ends the first lesson. 

 

Please stand 
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Magnificat 
sung by the choir to the Gloucester Service by Herbert Howells  

(1892 - 1983) 

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded:  

the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 

For behold, from henceforth:  

all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me:  

and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him:  

throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm:  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 

and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things: 

and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 

as he promised to our forefathers  

Abraham and his seed, for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  

and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end. Amen. 

 

Please sit 
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The Second Lesson 

Romans 6: 1 - 11 
 

Here begins the sixth chapter of the letter of St Paul to the Romans. 

 

What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that 

grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin go on 

living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptised 

into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death? Therefore we have 

been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might 

walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a 

death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection 

like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 

body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved 

to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died 

with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that 

Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 

longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, 

once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must 

consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Here ends the second lesson. 

 

Please stand 

 

 

Nunc Dimittis 
 sung by the Choir 

 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:  

according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared:  

before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now,  

and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, 

All the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

Born of the Virgin Mary, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

Was crucified, dead and buried, 

He descended into hell; 

The third day he rose again from the dead, 

He ascended into heaven, 

And sitteth on the right hand  

of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come  

to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

The holy Catholic Church; 

The Communion of Saints; 

The Forgiveness of sins; 

The Resurrection of the body, 

And the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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The Responses 
sung by the Officiant and the Choir 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

 

Please kneel 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

And grant us thy salvation. 

 

O Lord, save the Queen. 

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

 

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 

And make thy chosen people joyful. 

 

O Lord, save thy people. 

And bless thine inheritance. 

 

Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  

but only thou, O God. 

 

O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

And take not thy holy Spirit from us. 
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The Collect for the First Sunday after Epiphany  
O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to receive the prayers of thy 

people which call upon thee; and grant that they may both perceive 

and know what things they ought to do, and also may have grace 

and power faithfully to fulfil the same; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

The Collect for peace 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works do proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world 

cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 

commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the 

fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through 

the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

 

The Collect for help in danger 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great 

mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love 

of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Anthem  

‘When Jesus our Lord’ by Felix Mendelssohn (1809 – 1847) 
sung by the choir 

 
When Jesus, our Lord, was born in Bethlehem, in the land of Judea; 

behold, from the east to the city of Jerusalem there came the wise 

men and said: 

‘Say, where is he born, the king of Judea? 

For we have seen his star, and are come to adore him.’ 

There shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of 

Israel, that will splinter sovereigns and cities.    

 

 

The Sermon and prayers 
 

 

 

 

 

Please stand 
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Hymn 
 

Hail to the Lord’s anointed! 

Great David’s greater Son; 

Hail, in the time appointed, 

His reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

To set the captive free; 

To take away transgression, 

And rule with equity. 

 

He comes with succour speedy 

To those who suffer wrong; 

To help the poor and needy, 

And bid the weak be strong; 

To give them songs for sighing, 

Their darkness turn to light, 

Where souls, condemned and dying, 

Were precious in his sight. 

 

He shall come down like showers 

Upon the fruitful earth, 

And love, joy, hope, like flowers, 

Spring in his path to birth: 

Before him on the mountains 

Shall peace the herald go; 

And righteousness in fountains 

From hill to valley flow. 

 

Kings shall fall down before him, 

And gold and incense bring; 

All nations shall adore him, 

His praise all people sing; 

To him shall prayer unceasing 

And daily vows ascend; 

His kingdom still increasing, 

A kingdom without end. 
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O’er every foe victorious, 

He on his throne shall rest, 

From age to age more glorious, 

All-blessing and all-blest: 

The tide of time shall never 

His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand for ever; 

That name to us is Love. 

 

The Blessing 
May God the Holy Spirit, who came upon the beloved Son at his 

baptism in the river Jordan, pour out his gifts on you who have come 

to the waters of new birth; and the blessing of God almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with 

you always. 

All Amen. 
 

Final Responses 
sung by the choir 

 
The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Organ Voluntary 
‘Les Bergers’ by Olivier Messiaen (1908 - 1992) 

 

 

Please remain standing as the choir and clergy depart. 
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Please take this order of service away with you. 
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